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We are gratified to present in this issue the 
first of a series of colored plates, promised by us 
some months since, and which would have been 
given much earlier had we been able to control 
the movements of a particularly slow and (so 
claimed) remarkably busy lithographer. The 
designs embraced in the series which we are about 
to give were contributed by some of the best 
known artists in this city, all gentlemen who stand 
deservedly high in their business and whose taste 
in both form and color may be relied upon 
implicitly as indicating that which prevails to-day 
in the decoration of walls and ceilings. The con- 
tributors in question are, Messrs. Abtmann & 
FECHTELER, S'J'IEPEVICH & Pattison, Kessell & 
Bkthatjser, Herman Anspacher, and C. Otto 
Ficht. The pjates these gentlemen have made 
for us are all of actual, practical value, suitable, 
if the decorator wishes, to be transferred by him 
to any work upon which he may be engaged. ' 

The colors given in the plate constitute only 
one combination which it is possible to fit to the 
design, those who find it desirable to adopt the 
pattern can employ such other colors as the circum- 
stances of its use may make necessary or effective. 



There was an error in binding our August 
number by which a few copies were despoiled of 
the first four reading pages, having as substitutes 
the first four advertising pages repeated. Our 
advertisements are unquestionably interesting 
reading and convey much information in their 
recital of the novelties of the times, but we have 
serious doubts whether a double quantity of this 
material is appreciated by our readers, and so we 
would ask any who may have received or pur- 
chased one of these incomplete copies to return 
it to this office and we will be glad to replace it 
with a perfect one. 



A circular of information recently issued by 
the National Bureau of Education, gives us a 
clear and at the same time a most distressing 
insight into the educational condition of our 
country. The intelligent people of the United 
States have been gratified to think that education 
was more general among the masses of this 
country than prevailed in any of the nations of 
Europe. The circular before us, however, would 
dispel such an illusion and points out unmistak- 
ably the weak points in our national schooling. 

For the convenience of our readers we will 
assume that the States are divided into three 
great divisions, the Northern, Pacific and Southern 
groups, the Northern group embracing all those 
States east of the Mississippi, the Pacific those 
west of that boundary, and the Southern includ- 



ing Virginia and all between that State and the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The proportion of illiterates in the Northern 
division is 59 to 1,000, Pacific division 100 to 1,000, 
and Southern division 366 to 1,000, and this it 
must be considered in the face of the great bulk 
of immigration which finds its home in either the 
Northern or Western States and rarely seeks the 
Southern localities. Nor can this be attributed 
entirely to the negro in the South for the increase 
in illiteracy over the census of the preceding 
tenth year amounted to 555,201, a growth alto- 
gether out of proportion with the natural increase 
of the negro. In the Pacific group the increase 
during the same period amounted to 46,019, while 
the North showed a decrease of 15,406 despite the 
vast number of immigrants pouring into it at the 
rate of 30,000 to 75,000 monthly. A majority of 
these immigrants are little calculated to raise the 
percentage of education. The reduction in illiter- 
acy among the negroes in the Southern States has 
been ten per cent, during the past ten years, 
while among the whites it has only been three 
per cent., both races showing the identically same 
increase of thirty per cent, in numbers. ' * 

It would seem from these figures and from the 
results of actual observation on the ground, that 
the native Southern white has not the progressive 
ambition of the native black. This continued low 
standard is not to be wondered at' when it is 
understood that one State at least, Georgia, does,, 
not appropriate one cent of the . state money for 
the support of its public schools. 

The proportion of native illiterates in the 
thousand as compared with those of foreign birth 
shows 123 foreigners as against 34 natives in the 
North, or a percentage of twelve and three re- 
spectively. In the South the figures are reversed, 
eleven per cent.' of illiterates being foreigners, and 
nineteen per cent, native, and in the' Pacific 
group there is a balance at eight per cent. each. 

As between , the sexes, the females show the 
greatest degree of education. In the Northern 
group illiteracy in the white women decreased 
34,645. In the South it increased 51,727 as against 
the male 93,405 ; in the West there was an increase 
of 6,000 males and 7,000 females. In New Mexico 
sixty-five per cent, of the native white population 
and ninety-two per cent, of the native colored 
population can neither read nor write. 

Among our colored residents the proportion of 
illiteracy is, of course, very large, although the 
increase in the Northern States in illiterate 
colored children was only 79, in the South 78.114, 
and -in the Pacific 2,327. 

Later education, after years of discretion have 
been reached, appears to have been neglected in 
all sections, even in Massachusetts we have Gov. 
Butler's word for it that ninety-two per cent, of 
the children receive no education after they reach 
the age of fifteen years. 

Whether this low condition of education has 
anything to do with the material progress or de- 
terioration of the sections where it is the most 
marked, is a question that we cannot pretend to 
discuss. Intelligent labor is beyond question the 
most advantageous in all ways, and the fact that 
the ''assessed valuation of property in the 
Southern States, exclusive of Delaware, Maryland, 
and Missouri, diminished between 1860 and 1880, 
$2,432,730,524," would suggest that intelligent labor 
was greatly needed there, borne out by the assur- 
ance that "the State of New York is said to be 
worth in taxable property as much as all the 
Southern States." 

It would seem that some action on the part 
of the local or the national governments should 
be taken to change this most unfortunate con- 
dition. 



